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ALTERNATIVES  INCLUDING  THE PROPOSED ACTION 

This   sect ion  descr ibes  the  proposed  act ion  and  three  a l ternat ives  for  

also  includes a map of   lands  cons idered  for   des ignat ion  under   each 
poss ib le   addi t ions  to   wi lderness  a t   Denal i   Nat ional   Park  and  Preserve.   I t  

a l ternat ive,   and a table  summariz ing  these  scenar ios.   The  possible 
al ternat ive,  a scenar io  of   possible  developments  and  uses  under  each 

development  and  use  scenarios  are  based  on  the  wi lderness  areas  being 
considered  under   the  a l ternat ives,   proposals  in the  General  Management 
-1  Plan  act iv i t ies  and  developments  ident i f ied by t h e   p u b l i c  during t h e  
scoping  process  (see  the  "Consul tat ion  and  Coordinat ion"  sect ion  for  
scoping  informat ion),   potent ia l   act iv i t ies  or   developments  ident i f ied in 
ANILCA,  and  pro ject ions by the  Nat ional   Park  Serv ice  based on c u r r e n t  

~~ 

t r e n d s  in v is i to r   use .  - The  scenar ios  are not NPS  proposals;   rather,   they 
are our best   profess ional   judgments  o f   the  developments  and  uses  that  

--- 
might   occur  in response  to-   publ ic  interests  and  management  needs in t h e  

the  ob ject ives of that   a l ternat ive.   The  scenar ios  have  been  developed  for  
n e x t  30-40  years  based  on  t rends  pro jected  under   each  a l ternat ive  to   meet  

the  purpose  o f   analyz ing  poss ib le   env i ronmenta l   impacts  in the   FE lS to 
meet the   in ten t   o f   the   Nat iona l   Env i ronmenta l   Po l i cy   Ac t   o f  1969. A 

the  sect ion.  
summary  comparison of env i ronmenta l   impacts   i s   p resented   a t   the   end  o f  

WILDERNESS S U I T A B I L I T Y  

ANILCA 202(3) expanded  Mount  McKinley  Nat ional   Park by ab&t  2.5 
mi l l ion  acres  to a total   of   about  4.7  mi l l ion  acres,   created  Denal i   Nat ional  
Preserve  encompassing  about  1.3  mil l ion  acres,  and  redesignated  the 
whole  as  Denal i   Nat ional   Park  and  Preserve.  Col lect ively,   the  park  and 
preserve  now contain  about 6 mil l ion  acres. 

ANILCA 701(1) designated  approximately 1.9 mi l l ion  acres  of   Denal i  
National  Park  as  wilderness, to be  managed in accordance  wi th  provis ions 
o f   t h e  1964  Wilderness  Act. The area  covered by th is   des ignat ion 
comprised  most of what  had  been  Mount  McKinley  Nat ional   Park,   wi th  the 
except ion of developed  areas  at  Ri ley  Creek  and  Wonder  Lake, a c o r r i d o r  
extending  150  feet   f rom  ei ther  s ide of the   cen ter l ine  of t he   pa rk   road ,  
and '   lands  east   o f   the  ra i l road  r ight -of -way.   S ince  the  passage of 
ANILCA,  more  accurate  acreage  f igures  show  that   there  are  about  2.1 
mil l ion  acres in the  designated  Denal i   wi lderness. 

The  w i lderness   su i tab i l i t y   s tudy   inc luded in t h e  1986  General  Management 

for   wi lderness.   Based  on  the  more  accurate  acreage  f igures  avai lab le 
today,  the  areas  ident i f ied in t h e  GMP are  est imated  to  comprise  about  3.7 

of   the  George  Parks  Highway  (A laska  Highway 3)  p lus   a l l   o f   t he   new  pa rk  
mi l l ion  acres.   This  acreage  represents  the  previously  excluded  lands  east 

and  preserve  addi t ions  wi th   on ly   two  except ions:  A major   por t ion of t h e  
Kant ishna  min ing   d is t r i c t  was de termined  to   be   unsu i tab le   fo r   w i lderness  
because  of  serious  disturbance  to  the  landscape,  especial ly  within  the 

- Plan (GMP) found an  addi t ional  3.9 mi l l ion  acres  to   be  technica l ly   su i tab le 
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Stream corr idors,   caused by past  mining  and  associated  development;  and 
the  lands  beneath  the  Muddy  River ,   the  Kant ishna  River   downstream  f rom 
the   con f luence  w i th   the   Muddy,   and a segment o f  the   Tokos i tna   R iver  

that   have  been de termined  to   be  navigable.  , 

were  excluded f rom  the   s tudy  area  because  they  are  covered by waters 

Of the  est imated 3,726,343 acres in the  s tudy  area,   approx imate ly  1,967 
acres  are  nonfedera l   lands  that   have  been  conveyed  to   the  s ta te,   Ahtna,  
Inc.   (a  nat ive  regional   corporat ion),   or   pr ivate  landowners.   Most  of  
these  lands  are in the   nor thernmost   p reserve   and in t h e   p a r k   j u s t   w e s t   o f  

charac ter is t i cs ,   they   wou ld   no t   be   e l ig ib le   fo r   w i lderness   un less   they   were  
Cantwel l .   Al though  these  lands  contain  important  wi lderness 

acqui red by the  federa l   government .  Some o f   these  t rac ts   have  been 
iden t i f i ed   f o r   acqu is i t i on  in the   l and   p ro tec t i on   p lan   i nc luded  in t h e  1986 

one  percent   o f   the  to ta l   s tudy  area,   they  are not treated  as a separate 
GMP. Because  the  nonfederal   lands  comprise  only  about  one-twent ieth  of  

category for the   purpose  o f   ana lys is  in t h i s  EIS. However,   wherever 
nonfederal   lands  are  included in the  acreage  considered  for   wi lderness, it 
is   unders tood  tha t   these  p roper t ies   can  only be  cons idered as potent ia l  
wi lderness  addi t ions  on  the  bas is   that   they  might  come under   federa l  
ownersh ip   a t  some t ime in t h e   f u t u r e .  

A l l   o ther   lands  in the   s tudy   a rea   cu r ren t l y   mee t   t he   c r i t e r i a   f o r  
designation  as  wi lderness  as  described in the   Wi lderness   Ac t   and  the  NPS 
pol ic ies  for   wi lderness  areas.  Of  these  lands,  approximately 66,573 acres 
have  been  selected by the   s ta te   o r  by nat ive  corporat ions  or   v i l lages,   and 
an  addi t ional  110 acres   a re  smal'l t racts /nat ive  a l lo tments  that   are  s t i l l  
under   appl icat ion.  If any  o f   these  lands  are  conveyed,   they will n o  

gove rnmen t   a t  some t ime in the   fu tu re .   An   add i t iona l  3,400 acres   a t  
longer   be   e l ig ib le   fo r   w i lderness   un less   they   a re   acqu i red  by the   federa l  

on  them.  These  lands  are  genera l ly   undis turbed  to   date,   and  no  min ing 
Stampede  and  a long  the  southern  boundary  have  unpatented  min ing  c la ims 

ac t iv i t y   i s   fo reseen  a t   th is   t ime;   however ,  if a n y  of the  c la ims  are 
patented,   the  lands  wi l l   no  longer   be  e l ig ib le   for   wi lderness.   S imi lar ly  
t he re   a re  25 potent ia l  RS 2477 r igh ts -o f -way in the   s tudy   a rea ,   and 
shou ld   any   o f   these  be   va l ida ted ,   they   w i l l  become  ineligible for 

f o r   t h e   e n t i r e   p a r k / p r e s e r v e  i s   p r o v i d e d  in tab le  1. 
wi lderness  designat ion.  A summary of land  s ta tus   re la ted   to   w i lderness  
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Exist ing  Wilderness 

Table 1: Wilderness  Land  Status 

Wi lderness  Study  Area: 

Unencumbered  federal  lands 3,654,293 
Native  and  state  select ions 66,573 
Unpatented  mining  c la ims 3,400 
Nonfederal  lands 1,967 
Small  tracts/native  al lotments 

under   appl icat ion 110 

Tota l ,   w i lderness  s tudy  area 3,726,343 

Unsuitable for Wi lderness  Study: 

Old  Park:   Park  developments  (Ri ley 
Creek,  Wonder  Lake,  park  road 
c o r r i d o r )  89,490 

New  Park:   Kant ishna  min ing  d is t r ic t  83, a40 
Preserve:  Navigable  waters  (Muddy, 

Kant ishna,  and  Tokosi tna  r ivers) 3,635 

To ta l ,   unsu i tab le   f o r   s tudy  176,965 

Total ,   Denal i   Nat ional   Park  and  Preserve 6,028 ; 091 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION OF THE  STUDY  AREA 

The  s tudy  area  is   composed  o f  3,726,343 acres of land in th ree   d i sc re te  
areas.  The f i rs t  a rea   inc ludes   a l l   the   lands   f rom  the  old p a r k   b o u n d a r y  
n o r t h w a r d  to the   new  park   and  p reserve   boundary ,  a d i s tance   va ry ing  
f rom 14 t o   n e a r l y  60 miles.  East  to  west the area  extends  f rom  west   o f  
the   Parks   H ighway  near ly   to   Lake  Minchumina  and  f rom  the   eas tern  
ex t remi ty  of the   Kant ishna  H i l l s  to the  lakes  south of the  Snohomish  Hi l ls ,  
a d is tance  o f  75 t o  90 miles.   Most   o f   th is   area  is  a re la t i ve ly   f la t ,   ro l l ing  

major   except ion  is   the  Kant ishna  Hi l ls ,   which run nor th -sou th   t h rough   the  
landscape  tha t   s lopes   to   the   nor th ,   away  f rom  the   A laska  Range.   The 

area. 

These  vast,  stream-dissected  lowlands  are  covered by a pa tchwork   o f  
vegetat ion  and  provide  good  habi tat  for car ibou, moose, wolves,  and 
bears.   The  uppermost  e levat ions,   above 2,000 feet ,   are  most ly   a lp ine 
tundra .   The  up land  spruce  fo res t   m ixes   in to   the   tundra   be tween 2,000 t o  
3,000 feet  in protected  val leys  and  dominates  below 2,000 feet  in most 
areas.   Fur ther   downslope,   and  o f ten in val leys  between  the  forested 
uplands,  l ies  the  bottomland  spruce  forest .  In t h e   n o r t h e r n   p r e s e r v e   t h e  
landscape  becomes  dotted  with  hundreds  of  lakes,  ponds,  and  bogs. 
Car ibou  are  genera l ly   d is t r ibuted in the   a rea   be tween  the   Swi f t   Fork  
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